
Rich Man And The Beggar, by Hindu Parable (Author Unknown)

Many years ago, a man was sitting in quiet contemplation by a
riverbank when he was disturbed by a beggar from the local village.

â€œWhere is the stone?â€• the beggar demanded. â€œI must have the
precious stone!â€•

The man smiled up at him. â€œWhat stone do you seek?â€•

â€œI had a dream,â€• the beggar continued, barely able to slow his
words to speak, â€œand in that dream a voice told me that if I went to
the riverbank I would find a man who would give me a precious stone
that would end my poverty forever!â€•

The man looked thoughtful, then reached into his bag and pulled out a
large diamond.

â€œI wonder if this was the stone?â€• the man said kindly. â€œI found
it on the path. If youâ€™d like it, you may certainly have it.â€•

The beggar couldnâ€™t believe his luck, and he snatched the stone
from
the manâ€™s hand and ran back to the village before he could change
his mind.

One year later, the beggar, now dressed in the clothes of a wealthy
man, came back to the riverbank in search of his anonymous benefactor.

â€œYou have returned, my friend!â€• said the man, who was again
sitting in his favorite spot enjoying the peaceful flow of the water
before him. Â â€œWhat has happened?â€•

The beggar humbled himself before the man.

â€œMany wonderful things have happened to me because of the
diamond
you gave me so graciously. I have become wealthy, found a wife and
bought a home. I am now able to give employment to others and to do
what I want, when I want with whomever I want.â€•

â€œFor what have you returned?â€• asked the man.

â€œPlease,â€• the rich beggar said. â€œTeach me whatever it is inside
you that allowed you to give me that stone so freely.â€•
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